HYPOXIA HELPED !
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The ill effects of by poxia are wall
reaults in insidions loss ol L'ﬂil‘.[:"“ﬂ:,‘,
lest it saved an aireraft.

known,  Ar {ts worst, it {s o killew, ab it host,
Here is o case, however, in which hypoxin helped <8

A pilot of & Vampire on an exercise, climbed 1o §
to “high" at 25,000 foor) levalling off at this altitude.
amolce suddenly filled the cockpit.

ZANNY oot (oxveen wus swity
After about § minule, bk bl

It apposred as if the amoke was being pumped {n.

The smoke got inside his H' type

tiask and its pungenoy caused o lranpling fooling
m his throat,

He naturally thought the aireraft wis on fire and
off his mask, undid his aafety hamess, disconnested
informed his leader of his plight) and thought he
vertad the airerafi and let o,

decided Lo bale out.  He seren
his RT. and oxygen tuhe [h
had jettisonned the hood, Te they _

He last remembarad hitting his head on the canopy and vaguely realizsd thal
hoed had not gone off. The next thing he knew was that the aiveraft was in o dive af 1
feet and his home airfield was straight ahead. There was no smoke in the cockpit o
hood wes gone. His left hand was numb and he couldn’t uze it,

However he managed salely to land the aiversft nsing his right hond umly,

He estimates that from the time that

the smoke appeared in the egekptt to the ti
he lost consciousness was about 40 seconds

Investigation showed that the smoke generated into the cockpit was due ol
burning of the felt lining of the Marshall blower. By wrenching off hiy UEVECD Ty
subjected himself to acnte anoxia and the effort at baling out was sutficient t0 - coude Tosei
constiousness in g little aver 1 minute. The extensor skin surfaces of Lhe inter-phalis
and metacarpo-phalangeal joints of his left hand were Blistered.  This was probablv das
frostbite an he must eventually have succseded in jettisoning the canopy and tried Lo elam
out of the sirerafton the port side, getting his left hand out uf the ea i,

ot

Hea wipe nik gl 7

Had he not become anoxio, hie would prohably have got out of the aircrafs anil
aircraft would have been written off

The points brought out by this ineident gre—

(8) The importanve of switching axygen on to "Emergeney undor noh Tl
stances

(b) That the oxygen should he diseonnectad lust whan baling ont ot wltituds,
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{o), Dilots should cnsure cocrecl and tight fit of dxygen mugks,

[l The importunee ol wearing full protestive clothing - gloven oto,

But the intriguing question that it is desirod to ask e this.  Assuming he had sunosss-
dled ont at 82,000 feet, retuining consciousness - when wonld he have pulled the rip




