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Welcome Address

Air Marshal PC Sharda, AVSM, PHS
DGMS (Air) TAF & President Indian Socicty of Aerospace Medicine

Air Chiel Marshal Kaul, Cheef of the A Stafl,
Prof, Bajaj, Member Planning Commission, Lir
Stunley White, Clirman, International Acad
ey of Aviation and Spoce Medicine, disun
puished dignitarios, Padies wod Gemlemen

Ak the head of the Medical Services of the
Lndinn Adr Foree and the President of the Indian
Socicty of Aerospace Medicine as well as that
of the Organizing Conunittee of the 42nd
ICASM, 1 eonsider il mutler of grepl pride and
pravilepe 1o welcome Air Chiel Marshul 5K
Kaul, Chief of the Air Staff, r Stanley While,
President of the Intermational Academy of
Aviation & Space Medicine Dr Bajai, Member
Planning Commission of India, and all dignitar-
ies and gucsts from shroad and Indie, 1 extend a
warm welcome to past presidents of the Socicty,
friends, colleagues, delegates, senior retired
officers and their lady wives who have graced
this mementous  International  Congress ol
Aviation and Space Medicine being held in In-
dia for the first time

Chief of the Air Staft, who is also "airon of
the Indian Seciety of Aerospace Medicing,
willingly ‘accepted our invitation to be with us
today in spite of & very committed schedule. It
only shows his genuine interest in Avialion
Medicine. | am thankful 1o you. sir. for bemg
with us this morning.

Indian participation in Aviation Medicine
started in 1941 awith the arrival of the then so
called madern aireraft of RAF and ullied forees,
Within a vear, |AI Medical Officers pot oppor-
tunities to gain first-hand practical knowledge
in acromedical problems. By 1944, training
programme in Aviation Medicine for medical
officers and paramedical siall was implomented
The growth in the field finally led to the estzb-

fed et Med JR{Z) 1990

lishment ol the [odian Sgcicty ol Actospace
Medicine in 1952
[t 15 perhaps an astrologieal auspivious cuo-

mcidence that the Society i its A2nd year of

existence 5 hosting the 42nd International Con-
pross ol Avition and Space Medicine tor which
we made a b Tive yeaes back,

Uver the years, the Society has provided »
forum o express our conteitutian o wll HITLpIckr=
tant aspects of aerpspace medicine, from selec-
Liot Lo bssessiment of alrerew, o develapment af
indigenous wirerafl, adromedical squipment and
evaluation of imported gadeetury. Apart from a
few sigter K& organizations, the nodal poinls
for the acuvities of the Sociery has heen Lnslis
tute of Aerospace Medicine locared at Ganga-
lore and Air Force Central Medical Establish-
ment, New Duelhi

[fe Institute of Acrospace Medicine TAM,
as it i popularly koown, was ustablished in
1857 as Schanl of Avianian Meadicine (SAML
Sipce then it has grown in stature performing
the role of training. research and medical
evalualion, YVarious simulators help in indocoei-
nation of the aircrew (hath militaey & civil) and
train doctors eluding some from olher coun-
tries. The Institute is recoghized by the Uni-
versily of Bangalore for the 3-year postgraduars
depree of MDD in Aerospace Medicine and 15
open to our civilian counterparts, Research and
development work carried put is ol applicd na-
ture to solve the field prablems in aviation
modicine. The Institute-as a whole was respon-
sihie for the selection ol our cosmonaut candi-
dates. one of whom Ffnally wenl intg space in
Aprit 1984, Later two scientists were selected to
gor as pavioad specialists For launching a satel-
lite from the space shuttle. These [wo activities
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were apprecimted by both, erstwhile | S5R and
sasAL and they designated |AM as 2 rwcog-
wized ventre  tor  scleclion of  astronauls
cosmsnauts, Today TAM s appropriately known
as the nstitgre of Acrospace Medicme

Multispecmliny climenl evalualion centre exist-
g al 1AM and AF Central Medical 1 stab s

ment carry onl medical  wssessment ol

military und civil wirerew an the country
are conparable to e very bestn the world

Ve luve been holding sctentific meeting ol
e Indian Suciety of Acrospace Medicine every
vig o exchanpe totes on the work done and
aencile programmes lor the future, 1his yei
by histiog the International Congress, weo o
have hecome glabal in keeping with acnvities i
ather felds in our cauntiy.

I'le paluxy of eminentl scientisis [rom Inds
and nearly 25 other counirigs participating in

this Congress is a recogmion by nseill And

surclv the nich scientitic fare schedules for the
Conyress and exvhanee of wleas at this Irleriv
vonal forum will be o weleame dmpeiis Lih
yerospace Medicine

[raditionally, an cminent seientist delvers
g ormtion ab such meetings. Todiy we i
arongst us Peafl, Bagag, an iternationally re
aowned Dinhetologist and member ol [*hiintiiang
Cammission of India, who will delsver the D
Allarcd Memorial Lectare, A overy spectal thimk
vou. i, [ur agcepting Lo deliver tils presiiasio
lecture We ure [anoured by your preschice

| extend a4 special welcome to D Stalley
White, President of lnternativnal Acadeimy ol
Aviation and Spice Medigcine

Oimee s again | welcome amd thank all the
delegates, guests, ladics and pentlemen to b

here with s,

Thunk vou
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