Twenty Five years of the Society
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addverniare aned imalgiuuLiun reaud bl
wilul definnee ol eprch bound heritame

orfd War established the supremacy
ation, Lindberg's cross Atlantic Flight
also-established the aireralt az o omeans
':_iai trinsputtalion. The supremacy i
asely related o the abticude and sped
th the development ol laster aivervafr,
ongof rhe operatars came o thio Fores
chins Trad been associated with atternrs
i the hallsen age. T combeat che high
in the First World War, it was theve-
for the modical profession o be called
i]ili‘ﬁ the responsibility for satery and the
aced Byl e o the air Tl Legan
e of Aviation Medicine,

eeonel Warld War providod a cremnesdons
eicnlific research in the wiake of which
aeromedical problems arose. Their solutions
f dosely guarded secrer.  Internationnl
lse pirch-forked  Indin into the field of
n As adeguate number of RAF medicnl
el were luok alter the
mr needs of the infant Indinn Air Force, threo
dical ollicers were selected o January, 1841
uclens of Adr Force Medical Scrviee. These
MM Shiinagesh, Ajil Nath LY

nirl amvailable Lo

ancl

I-f;_griuﬁ Maodicine  with horrowed  technolegy
RAF Independence and  inteoluction of jel
i brought our deliciency in this scence in
anel a hurried attempr wis made Lo
with the past. Ad hoc Aeromedical
Toon 1oAvroamedhieal  anil
ivn Medicing Rescarch Centre and o Cell in
Detenee Seience Tahoratory, Lmlividoal medical

crarteed ot

E-DECEMEBER 29T

o the wive at the turn ol the cuirent

ﬁﬁ;j.dx_-ut el e Awra-Muedical Scicty of Dndia sned Diveclor of Medical

ollicers tried 1o solve Aera-medical  problems  al
varions flvime bases with ingeouity and considerable
success, The sucezss of oir eperarions in 1947-19 in
T anel Kashiir was awade possible in many
important respects by these pioneering individuals
florts,

1L was soon realisecd that a forum must be crenced
for sxchanpe of ddens and scicotific hnowledge so
that Acromedical vequirements b the Air Fuoge
comled be served. The necessily for osuch o forum
resulted in the formation of the  Acro-Modical
Saciety af India on 22 Dec 52 at Alr Headguarrers,
New Delli. Do owas stavred entively as a0 voluntary
cifort by abowr 50 medical officers serving with the
Adr Force at thae time. This team was headed by
late Gp Capt PP Chowdry who became the E"‘mmd:.*r

President wnder the  parronage of Ay Marshal
G L Gibhs, thee then Commancderin-Chiet af rhe
Adr Force,  Late AVAE Sheinspesh  was e main

priding spirit. belind  the Society. 1t was supporiel
entively  through  volunwry  contributions of  its
eiwennthiers, This  position still remains  nnchanged
cven todav,

The Socicty held s frst annual meeting on
#nd January 1954 in New Delhi. Delivering  the
opening mllress Adr Marshal G L Gibbs Commander-
inChief of the TAF saidd “mnot every one vealises
that the peculiar medical needs of the A Foroo
are alveady ureenr amd vital, One might think that
Avvoemudical needs ol high altitude and high speed
llying were as remore from rhe practical things of
today as iy be the inter-planetary society. It is not

" oso, bor owe are alveadly  heing overlaken by events

Many vital special needs of the Indian Air Force
on the Medical side are haedly being tackled.  We
cannel remain indefinitely  dependent on the

results o research aml development in  ather

Relvices  (AdT)



countries. Morcaver, the operationa] use of airerafe
it the hear of India raises pow prablems of fiying
elliciency.” Syn Tdr A K Basi, o wmermber ol the
Sociely  presented (e fipsg restsiich paper on
C Duvelapiient of Anti G Vilve™ 11 was an crtei-
pPrising picie of work on self help hasis and brough
Praise to the Avintion Medicine Reseuch Centre,

dhe year 1931 was eveatlul and Listowic [or

the  Sacierv.  In April, 1954, IAF  was fully
malionalised with (1 dppointment of Air Marshal
S Mukerjee as the first Tndisim  Chicf of Air Stafl
el CommunderinChicf.  He beeame the  patron
of the Society: The secaml milestone  was e
pullication of the lirst annual jwmber ol " Aero
medical Roriety ™ Journal g April, 151 This wis
At oAmpartanl step in spreading  knowledge  anel
removing projudices and ignomance aboul the new
discipline, It wus well received aq Lhome and aliroad
il has not looked back since then,

The Society  statted growing from o  mmles
Leginning amd Faid the firm Loundation of Aviation
Medicine in India. 1t crented o sustained fntercs: of
scientists amd focussed the anention of others on
the enlarwing  fiekl of Aviation Medicine,  “Self

*sulliciency and  indigenisation ” wus the slogan ol

the dav and posed Further challenge to the membiers
of the Society and an vpportunity o show  rheir
wortl, The confidence pliced in them has been
tully jostified Ly the evenls,

T957 was another nodewarthy and eventiyl VR,
Aviation Medicing was tecopnised as oa fol] {leslmed
speaiativy in Armed Forces and Air Foree Schoal of
Aviation  Medicine was vitablished  in Bamgalore
urler rhe stewardship of late Wp Cdr R ARTIN A
GHALAM as its first Officer Commanding, * There
5 0o doubl thar the activities of the Socivty, iy
anmal apeetings and the issue of 1he Jomenal Lave
Played an fmportane pare in establishing the need
for bath ™ said  Ajp Marshal & Mukerjee, the ©AS
1AT,

Despite ht veomim  servipe Al appreciation
of the pood work done by the Sovivty it ajlel 1o
publish the Journal in (958 and WG e 1o
fizmcial constraings, Ironically, at thic time (he
nteresl in Aviation Madicing  did  nol  remain
exclusive (o Alr Furce doctors as mny civilian
doctors and engincers participated in the meetings
ol the Sociery. T membership ol Lhe socicly,
hitherto confined to Air Foree doctors, was opened

2

i LSSt ol military and civilian scieql
had contribuied (o the arowlh of Aviatian

I April 1963, the Society wus registerid (i
“The Soriories Repistration Act ™ jml thie G
ment accepled i gy oan Expert Body gy
Medicine, It however oid o siccered gq:
grankin-aid Tvom the Covernment (i
stilisist o) voltntary subscriptions only,

The main impetus 1o the soriely wis. proyils
by Tate Air Marshal § Mukerjee: during i g
Patron. His death on Hth MNovemboer. 960
baek o the progress of the Society whivh
his inemary anmlly  in the form ol
Mukerjee Memorial Oration al it Annl M
In spile of this initial ser Baek, e el
amd activitics of the Soctety lve incresel
folds.  Today i membership  exceeds i)
melwdes ror oty service medicy] and clertal
but eminene seientists ane civilinn doglors |
m the feld ol Aviation, | also claims L
of having eminen personalitics and seiepis
Honorary  Fellows and  Flecred Fitllotys,
include

HONORARY FELLOWS

L Air Chict Murshal Arjan Singh,
; DFC {Red) |
2. Shri M Srinagesh, 1C8 {Retd)
4o Lt Gen 8P Bhatia, M. OBE {Red)

Ao Ale Chiet Mashal po Lal, Talve; { Retd)

n

5o Dr WM Ghatage I
f. Lt Gen SN Chatlerjee, PVSM, MG iRerd)
7. Maj Gen SL Bhatia, MC i Retd) 14
8 Dr KK Datey 14

o Adr Vice Marshal MM Srinagesh, b
PVSM, AVSM, OBE [Rewd) 100l

1. Slwi |RD Tat o 'E;:
[T, Lt Gen Tnder Singh, PVSH [ Rerd) 1971

B2 (Hony)  Brigadier, Dr Baldey Singh, s

Emervitus Professor at ALIMS . e gﬂﬂ
1& Air Marshal Shiviey Singh, PVSM (Retd) | ﬂhn“
M. e BK Anand 14 *,-uc:l
15 Air Chiel Marshal OP Mehra, i
PVSAL (Retd) 1474
6. Prof ¥ Ramalingaswamy 1T
7. Gp CaplL Peter Howard (RAF), OBE
L& Admiral 5% Eohli, PYSM [Reud 1435
L ¢Hemy) Brigadier, Dy BN Sinlia, '
Emeritng Prolessor at Lucknow Universiry RHE
S
AVIATION  MEDICIHE



.

ELECTED FELITOWS
Air Marshal Ajit Nath, PVSM  {Retd) 147
A AVAL JTHT Manckshase, PVSM, AVEM {(Rowd)
5OAMM [ N Cupta, AVSM, PHS

Adr Commodare B Blucia i;:l'{{ttd} 5
Brig | M Rao, AVSM (Rerd) i
Air Comndore K8 Rao, AVSM {Rewd) o

Adr Cotnnodare 5 P Verma, WA o
Gp Gapl ¥ 5 N Murty
Gap Capr | S Sant N
Gp Capt § K Mukerjee o
Gp Capt M T Wadhawan
f;}p Capt & N Kuneru -
Wi Celr KO Sinha, VS5M G
We Cdr 1 M Sundaram ..
Wi Cdy XN Molan Muorali i
Iy A Verghese T

(E}

| _h-'[{-‘.e:t_;i_l;!g_ﬁ,.;

e bersh)

u.:ﬂgw We Cdr K R Banerjec i
b Gp Capt K K Majumder 1975
5 i'; We Cdr P C Chatterjoe 975
A Hony) Brigadicr I K &5 Muni 1076
i We Cdr K Rajan AN
s T'r'g-.CL[r P € Shurda 1076
| The Annual Sessions of the Sociery have hecome
egular Leature and are well attended. These
[ "irigs anel the Journal  ace a:oa modiom of
| agalion ol knowledge o Aviation  Medicine
il resnies of Acromedical Rescarch and sorve as
Leud) s of Extunsilrm 1':01']».;. 'I.'Iu:'.l;t sesalons have heen
phlicssd By covdnenn scienlists such as
l Proaf JBS [laldane
.L“.t.d}' Sir GV Raman
! e T Tandir
=l D 55 Kotlwai
Bt I Prol AS Tainlal
| Dy KK Dratey
Pral B Anand
) __ In 1471 the Society instituted a medal in rhe
: aemory oF laute Adr Mashal Subrotw Mukerjes, the
a lndian Chief af the Adr Staff and Cfarher' af
§ e BAF. He was the first Incdian patren ol the
5, I'a |f:t5'_wlhrw? ff'ﬂ‘v:‘.'-ili[!:']ﬂ .'ilﬂt] {rnf'm]r}lga'rnrmn p]:-m!d. it
Retd) n livmn tooting.  "The Subroto Mukerjee Memorial

(rien has been

ch s

delivered by eminent seientisis

Prol ¥V Ramalingaswami

T Gen Inder angh

Gp Capl Peter Howard

A ¥ice Marshal MM Shrinaposh
Dy PN Chihurtani

etsity rﬂ"? D Balides &ingh
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Tt ois appropriale (o pay lunnage o some ol our
founder members who e o longer wirh us W
lost Gp Capt {aler Ma] Gen) PP Chowdry, M,
the first founcder President in 1965, and rwo founde
members Air Gilee KN Rothaneth on 27 April IHG
and AVN MM Shrinagesh, OBE, PYSM, AVEM on
20 Drecember 197G, The latter was momany ways
the tounder of Aviation Medicine 100 Iodia and «
pioncer scientist.  Although retived, he continned
to serve  the of  Avintion Medicing ]
Hony, Consultant till his sad demise. The Sociciy
cwes o debe of gratilude o the three ploneers,

The role played by the memhbers of the Socicty
in Acro-nedical research and their contribution o
Avintion Medicine can he judped by the scientific
pipurs and  research listedd elsewhere in
rhis Issne. They have alse suceceded B placing the
speciality on a lirm foeting in the couniry. Posl
praduate cowrse in Asiation Medicine leading to
Diplenma of the Bangalore Universily way started in
[067.  Bangalore  University  has  since  granted
tecogiition to the  Tnstitate for comlocting M.I3,
{Aviation Medicine) . The authorities of Bangalore
University have earned our gratitude and deserve
credit Tor their vision in supporting the new seienos
of Aviation Medicine, Natioonal Boad ol Examiness
have safso decided vo approve it as a subjeer for the
highest professional  examinations in the countey,
AMAMS, frovernment and Medical Cooneil of Tndiag

CETTAL il

projeces

have recopnised  Aviation  Medicineg as a sepatate
specialicy this vear. Tl members ave inlinealely
nssociated  with  acronautical  ndusoey and have

asaisre] i haman engineering aspect of developmen)
ol indigenous aircrakt

Fromn the very medest begioning o 1952, the
Society las achieved a recacnised professional setus
in the scientific civeles.  These achievements wouldl
not have heen possible withont suppor
cocouragement from the successive Chiels ol Aldr
Sraff and all ranks of the Ade Foree dooophout aur
existence.  Ihe Seciety acknawledges irs gratitueds
ey chen, Tt oalse schoowledpes it pratituce o the
eminent  personalities and elvilian acientizrg whe
live honowed ws Dby their asseciation wich onr
acrivities, In the 5Silver I]nl:-i[[*..:! yaar, the S(Jt:id:l}-‘ G
look back with pride and satisfaction” at its progress
and  the contribution  meede Ly fm meinbory lu\l
Avintion in Indin — borh civil and militaey and oo
Might salcey, O this cecasion e members vealedi-
cate themselves 10 rhe service of Mying bavcrnity and
Lo the Science ol Aviation Medicine,

it anil



