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PENICILLIN SENSITIVITY - A SHORT NOTE,
Coroser R, 0. Wars M.D., D EH, TL.TM,

Superintendent. Bombay Hoapital,

Cages of Penicillin sensitivity recorded in Lndin are few & fur bebweon, Clupla (1)

in his article on Penieillin sensitivity hos desoribed the futal case of a FOAROE WA

after injection of Proeaine Pentoillin (400 () LInits)

It is strange that only comparitively recently cuses have been recnrdad of saveral
types of allergic phenomena, though Penicillin bas been in eommon e for over a decnds;
1t has, however, to be noted that Sodium sslt of Penivillin an such was naed primarily,
followed hy Penieillin in oil and wax mixture.  To slow down and keep up a constant
abuorption, the latter Lus been replaced by Prooaine Penicillin or o combination ol i
Aluminum salt cte, It is since then that allergie aymproma have been noled but the renson
iz not colear. The fact remains that physiciang and surgeors nole such eascs in their
practics in India bul are averse to record the same,

1t is often noticed that several eases, where Procaine Penicillin was injected in
atrong and sturdy patients, exhibited a condition of “shoek’ e, shivering, coll, sweat, rapid
and feeble pulse, bt fortunately they recovered withoul uny treatment. A unigue ease of
haemwrrhugre in the #ye as & resuls of Penicillin injection is worth recording.

Patient was a voung man of 32 years, suffering rom Clavcomi in the right. ave
He wes vperated by Dr. V. K. Carrsts for this condition und a small injection of Tenieillin
{Crystalline 100,000 tnits) given under the conjunctiva. This was followed hy a daily
injection of Procaine Penicillin (400,000 units) for 4 days.  On opening the bandage on the
dth dav. a subeonjunetival hoemorrhege was noted,  Patient waz injected with ‘Clandlin,
Caleinm glneonate, Congo red ete., daily without any effect, haemorrhage if anything was
mereasing, Proeaine Penieillin was continued during this perind. Tt was suspected that
Penirillin drops in the eyes & the intramuscular injeerion may be tha cause. all injections &
drops were stopped with very gretifving results,  There was no fresh haemorrhage and the
existing one was graduoally sbeorbed, Tt reminds one of “Schwartz Phenomena’ where for
demaonstration a suspension of B. Typhosus was injected subentanecusly in the thorssi
region of a rabbit, followed 24 hours after by an intravenans injestion of a similar suspen:
sion, & loeal haemorrhioge ut the site of the injeetion results inevitably,

From practicsl j)!l:lj'.r of view, it iz desirahla to know whether it s prosaible o
anticipate in o patient the sensitiveness to the drug & whether it iy conunon,  Without
intradermal tests, it is not possible to judge whether a person iy wllergic to Penieillin e
may b to procaine itself.  This iz not alwayvs procticable sy ib iy time conanming  for u;
busy practitivoer and patients are averse to an extra injection.
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I thers i ghorl cut to avoid such untoward reactions! Tt is advisable to keanp @n
ampoulo of & stundard antibistomin drug which ecan ba given inmediately, injected
intrnmusoniarly in mild reactions and intravenously in severe ones, A lurge consensus of

opiinin lua ponfirmed that the simultaneous injection of antihistamin agenty (Antistine,
‘ P}"l'rﬂililw.ﬂuihlr.'c, Chlor-tremeton) prostieally aliminales any such  adverse  phonomena,
Bimnn (2) weites T4 wan shown ponelusively that the resction with varins nabibistnmines

nddediil |0 eevatalling Potassium Penieldllin G mnteriully reduesd feom an aveéruge of It to

() 0925 0 G000 cases, When ao optimum smount of antihistemines wers addad to Penieillin,
1 tha flgure Wi roducod even forther, never above 08%, and over 2000 patients halow 0,20
| Mualansky & Sanger reviewed various series of patipnts i which the incidence of
il I| penicillin sensitivily ronped from L4, to 784, with the addition of ten milligrames of
e Chlor-trameton  maleada was given with Procaine Penieillin (400,000 unita) in 1065
. Anieetions to 397 palicnts koown ta b Penicillin sensitive, tha ingidence was 0.11%5, only,
ily, | I ¥
il Rt X ) : . v i : ; : '
aw that the Hindustan Antibiotics, & Government Unneern 14 going o mannfac-
" tiire Penieillin in Tndin, will it not be worthwhile Lo add 10 Mgmas of Chlor-meton Maleate
2001 . : ; R SR
: ‘or other suitable antihistsmines to Penicillin itself or put up ampaoules of distilled water
e oo ; .
conluining such amounts Lo sadeguard the patients.
! | Summary & Conclusion.
in
pid % Tistances of sensitivencss to Penicillin are recorded.  The addition of antishistomine
of B droga 1 the Penicillin mjectivn reduces the incidence of the allergic phanomens.
T am gratefnl to De. V. K. Cmrs1s for the records of the Ophthalmic esse noted
ahova.
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