EDITORIAL NOTES

Militaey wind Civil alreealts, with their present rare of dovelopment, st sueh
demands on Al Biman Gody that anleas pilots aned aiverows ean moinlin performinee at
Ui Bigehest porssi ble effelenoy, the ehanees of survivid of those who Dy e appreciably dimi-
nishiesl,  Thean demaads on the human body and s lmitalions whes Hying m the stratoss
}Iluﬂ'l! oot high Epeedls e difficult 1o I".II!J]J.IJI.Ii.".'!'.!! even by most of us m cthe mecdien] fitiee
fnfaton:  To take these problems for granted expecially by those who do not Hy aud vet Lake
vital decisione, could nut only mar the progress and efficiency of the Air Foree, hut may also

eauEe tmny fatal nnexplasned pemdents

With the introduction of soite and snpersonie airorafts. Joss of Ll and aireenfts dus

10 pliysical failnra has shown o significant inerease even during routine fving training. 1t s
ndeed siranes that most of s have come 1o g coepl futal aircradr aceidents, and even the man
in the street 19 ned much aronsed by them. Tris omly the parents and wives in thelr peesonal
tragedics who wonder why aireraft. accidents cannot be prevented. Must we accept this

nercasing toll vr can sumething be done abowt it?

To reduee gecidents we must first, evalnate our methods of seleetion, taining and
mdoetrinalion; study the motivation of personnel and improve, where necessiry, servive
il living eonditions.  Various protective deviees and flving aids must be modified 1o suit
our flying vonditions.  Arcident prevention is not s static study.,  Investization of air.

| eraft accidente and their prevention must be improved continnonsly.

Western nations who are far ahead of us.in Avistion, snd where there i3 3 common
realization of the special role and value of Air Furee Medical Service, have recantly formed
& Jolnt eommittee on Avistion Patheloryv,  This international enmmittes composed of repre-
spntatives: of Medical Bervices of Tnited States of America, Canada and the B, A, T, will
find waye and means to reduee fvil and military aireraft aecidents.  The reecommendations
af this committee will also be made available to friendly nntions.  This is vet annther step

Wwards the sululion of many woexplained airerall fatalitivs all over the world,

Wein Indis, huve w long way Lo oo before we ean achieve any measure of ddyvanee.

B | mentiin Aviation Medicine and add to the iternational fund of koowledge in Uhis important




ficld of Preventive Medicine,  First, wo must acocpl that Thontors arn I'-"'.'t”rif NECeERILY anil

Lave g =pucind joh of work to do in the Alr Foree, . Tntifthan aur progress in Avisd ion Medieine

must wail.

e centurics earth's unexplored frontiers, Junrler,
desert. polarice. have fullen hefors the determiined assaulls
But the last, the greatest and the most dangerius

miles from sour home,

of man,
frontiers of all iz jusi 17
IF you wonld see it, look up at the stars or sean the blal and
seemingly guileless Dlue of the sky.  There, high overhead i
= the nntamed horder-

hie oeean of air
vierbicul

land that the men of Aviation Wedieine eall their

Lhe outer Teae

frontiers;

{Allan C Fisher, Jr Nativnal Gengraphic Mazazine, August 1055)




