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INAUGURAL ADDRESS

SIXTII ANNUAL AERO-MEDICAL SOCIETY MEETING,
VIGYAN BIIAWAN 21 FEB. '59

“ant V. K. Knmsasa Mexox
Minister of Dideneo

Mr. Presidont, Chiel of the Alr Staff, Professor Hlalinnge, Me. Defonee Secretary
and fricude:

I an wvery happy to be Lere, for the sceond time, at the Annual Meoting ot the
Aoro-Medionl Society and to be with so many wembers of the Defenoe Serviees inolnding
oir Dirgoter (General, leading scientists snd Air Foree oflicers (in faot, 1 have never seen
such a large collestion of Air Foree officers anywhere ¢l o do, whal thie Presidont ealls,
the ‘loaugurstion” of this Mesting

T wm here largely, tirst of all to express my  apprecictivn of the initiative taken
by offieers of the Air Foree and of the Madical officers of the Defence Services who nre
now om e wvintion side in their efforts {0 =et up this onmanisation or this approsch to
prohlems that hwve arisen in the course of their axperienca. Tt i not ax thouele oo
sutdd that we must hove a Sehool of Aviation Medicine beeause somebody else bas pot e,
but hecause yomr sveryday experience nceessitated some research into this mutter,

The Pablic and CGovernment have been concernad with aceidents that rake place
uow and then, thowrh we know thet the rate in this country 15 no higher than snywhere
else.  Bue from all the reports we have, only o fow of them have heen due to the mechani-
el error of the machine. If vour enguiry and the work that you do assist in the
worrection ‘af haman error; it woold be & great eontribution to Aviation, The attempte
thol we con make toogards making flying safce, towards making the pilot more cilicient
for the purpose he s intended. are part of your duties,

b oam. therefore, glad: that this offort started frem within, on your own initiative,
five or six vears ago has now become parl of the general organisation—I mean Govern.
ekl {Il‘glmi.::ﬂ-tiﬂ].] and the arramgement of the Air Foree, [ am happy thae the Chief
ot the Air Staff has given won all support, .

I have, therefore, come lere very largely 1o convey the feeling that Governrmental
s¥mpathics extend tn this movement.

You have been able to zer up & Schuol of Aviation Medicine and there iz alen
cell iy the Teshnical Development Establshment working in this way. The Divector
General of Armed Foroes Medical Serviess. is disonssing with us the possibilities of seieati-
fiv developments in the researel nstitutionz at Poona. -1 hope. Moo President, thot your
Soliol will Le I towch with the Sehool of  Mosntanesring amd the Atomic BEoerpy
Mstublishuwont i Bomboy and other places whore related suhjects and matters eelevanl

to yonr own investigdions Torme the subject of study. The mmber of medieal men B




our-Air Foree iz Lt smull.  Not only wre there problems to be investigated to male flying

safor and to find safery measures, but i hupq: that i the course of your ill.'u'i.wtigni-iulm,
vou may also find out whether aviation has any therspeutie value in other ways.

The Sshool of Aviation Medicine & no longer an cxperiment, 14 hag boon
established, and the presenee of the Deputy Minister snd mysell here an alao of the
Defenee Recretary and other oflicers i5 an indication thot the Delence Minigtry aod
Giovernmient as o whole will support or rather give their hlessings (o your afforts,

I do hope that the presence of Dr. Kothari here is an indiestion to you not mervely
of the interest that he personally takes or of the relation that is possible  botween the
Technical Development Establishments and the  Aero-Medical  Soeiety  but also of the
public being informed of the new place that Seience has taken in the Defenee Services,




